September 6, 2011

Dear parents or guardians,

My name is Paul Hrycaj (Mr. H) and I will be your child’s English teacher for 9 Literature.  This class will focus on elements of fiction and reading short stories.  In addition, your child will be reading one of three possible novels selected for this course.  This will be a great introduction into the Fitzgerald English Department.

I expect each student to follow school and classroom rules, as well as to be positive role models for other students.  Organization is a must for success.  I will be helping each student with their personal organizational system, but it is the responsibility of each student to bring a folder and a pen or pencil to each class.  

Attached to this page are additional expectations regarding homework, behavior, and attendance.  These expectations are aligned with the expectations set by the entire Fitzgerald High School staff and administration.  If you have any questions regarding these expectations or anything else discussed in this letter, do not hesitate to contact me using the information given below.  I look forward to being a part of your child’s success this year and in years to come.

Please read carefully the specific guidelines and expectations I have for all of my students.  These are in place to ensure the success of each student and make this year a successful one.  These policies and expectations can also be found at http://ischool.fitz.k12.mi.us/hs/hs_syllabus/index.asp.  
Sincerely,

Paul Hrycaj
Website: www.fitz9english.weebly.com 
email: pauhry@fps.fitz.k12.mi.us Phone: 586-757-7070 ext 1280 

English 9 Literature 2009-2010

English 9 Literature will provide skills that will prepare students for their high school years and the years after high school by equipping them with reading strategies.  Please help us stress the importance of this class and the need to ensure your child’s success.

The timeline of the class may change due to special events or scheduling difficulties.

Week 1-2 

WriteWell units
Weeks 3 

Elements of Fiction

Week 4-6 

Short Stories 





“Not to Go With the Others”





“Shooting Dad”





“Ladies and Gentlemen”





“On the Sidewalk Bleeding”





“Button, Button”





“On Dumpster Diving”

Week 6-7


Short Story Assessment
Week 7-12 
   

“Choice Books”


Polices and Procedures

Attendance:  All policies for absences/tardies follow the procedures outlined in the FHS Attendance Policy.  Please refer to the Student Handbook and/or http://ischool.fitz.k12.mi.us/hs/hs_syllabus/index.asp to view a detailed description of the policy.
Assignments: All assignments are to be turned in at the beginning of the hour in the designated class folder. No exceptions. Pay close attention to due dates. Record these dates in your agenda. 

Late Work:  Homework will be accepted late for a 50% point reduction. Late homework will be accepted for the entire trimester. Major assignments/papers/projects determined by the teacher will be accepted three days late for a 10% reduction each day late.  This is a school-wide policy.

Absent Work: It is your responsibility to obtain assignments, notes, etc., upon the return of your absence. The class website www.fitz9english.weebly.com will have all assignments and PowerPoint presentations available for download. You are expected to obtain missing assignments without my prompting. You will receive a two-day grace period for each day you are absent to complete the work. Work not completed in this time will be marked late.

You have 5 school days to make up missed tests/quizzes. You will receive a zero if these tests/quizzes are not made up within this time limit.

Grades: The standard grading scale for this course is as follows:

70% Assessments


10% Homework/Projects


20% Final Exam


Plagiarism:  Please read the FHS Plagiarism Policy in your agenda. 

Food/Beverages:  Food/beverages may be eaten/drank; however, all trash must be thrown away and any mess must be cleaned.  This privilege may be discontinued at the discretion of the teacher.

Respect: Fitzgerald High School defines respect as the ability to show regard and consideration to oneself and others.  This definition includes, but is not limited to the following:



1.  Using appropriate language at all times.



2.  Handling possessions and property with care.



3.  Allowing and encouraging others to express their views appropriately. 



4.  Maintaining self control by exhibiting appropriate social behaviors.

Student Behavior/Discipline: Students displaying inappropriate behavior or any behavior not in accordance with the policies outlined in the FHS Informational Booklet, Code of Conduct, or Student Agenda will be dealt with on an individual basis. Such actions may result in warnings, phone calls home, detentions, counselor/administrative

Special Policies to Mr. H’s Class

1.  Every minute of class contains important information.  If at any time your student chooses to sleep or ‘rest their eyes,’ they will be issued a detention slip.

2.  Also, your child will need to come prepared to every class.  Preparedness includes having a pen or pencil, completed homework assignments, and any additional needed materials for class.  

3.  These policies have been discussed with your child on their first day of school.  This constitutes their warning for the trimester and no other warning will be issued.  If your child has a second offense, they will be issued a detention from Mr. Sonnenfeld (Behavioral Administrator).  If a third offense occurs, your child will be written up for chronic disobedience and a conference with me, your child, and you will be recommended.  
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Please fill out and return by Friday September 9th, 2011

After reviewing the syllabus and course policies for English 9 Literature, I (the student) understand that I am responsible for my behavior in the classroom. I understand there are consequences for any actions I may take that interfere with to my academic success. 

Student’s Name __________________________
Student Signature________________________

Parent Name __________________________________

Parent Signature _______________________________
Phone number and time best to reach you
 ____________________________________

Email address __________________________
